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Case 2734 

Thalassochemes Beier, 1940 (Arachnida, Pseudoscorpionida): proposed 
designation of Chelifer taierensis With, 1907 as the type species 

Mark S. Harvey 

Western Australian Museum, Francis Street, Perth, Western Australia 6000, 
Australia 

Abstract. The purpose of this application is the designation of the nominal species 
Chelifer taierensis With, 1907 as the type species of the pseudoscorpion genus Thalasso- 
chernes Beier, 1940. In his definition of Thalassochemes , Beier had misidentified the 
species he was studying as Chelifer pallipes White, 1849. 


1. The first pseudoscorpion to be described from New Zealand, Chelifer pallipes 
White, 1849 (p. 6), was only briefly characterised by White, based upon an unstated 
number of specimens from an unnamed locality. C.J. With (1905, p. Ill) gave an 
amplified description, along with the first illustrations, of a specimen he regarded as 
the holotype in the British Museum (Natural History) collections, registration number 
BM 1845.93. 

2. Ellingsen (1910, p. 376) attributed three females from New Zealand (two from 
Stephen’s Island and one without precise locality) to Chelifer pallipes White, 1849. 
Apparently basing his redescription on Ellingsen’s material, Beier (1932, p. Ill) 
transferred C. pallipes to Haplochernes Beier, 1932 (p. 108). 

3. Beier (1940, p. 182) designated Chelifer pallipes as type species of his new genus 
Thalassochemes (p. 182) and attributed to this nominal species a further New Zealand 
specimen from Pitt Island. He subsequently identified further specimens from various 
localities in New Zealand as Thalassochemes pallipes (1948, p. 537; 1966, p. 369; 1967, 
P- 293). 

4. In 1931, Chamberlin (p. 291) established the genus Philomaoria , with type species 
Philomaoria novazealandica (p. 291), based on a number of specimens from New 
Brighton, New Zealand. 

5. In 1976, Beier (p. 241) transferred Chelifer pallipes (sensu With, 1905) to 
Philomaoria , declaring it to be a senior synonym of the type species Philomaoria 
novazealandica. 

6. In 1976, Beier (p. 215) attributed the specimens that had been identified as pallipes 
by Ellingsen (1910) and by himself (Beier, 1932, 1940, 1948, 1966, 1967) to Thalasso - 
chernes taierensis , originally published as Chelifer taierensis by With (1907, p. 55). Beier 
wrote: ‘Ellingsen was responsible for the misinterpretation of Chelifer pallipes White, 
1849, a species now placed in Philomaoria. Since 19321 have consistently used the name 
pallipes for the present species’, i.e. Thalassochemes taierensis (With). 

7. It is clear that Thalassochemes Beier, 1940 was based upon a misidentified type 
species and the case is referred to the Commission under Article 70b to select a type 
species for Thalassochemes. The two options available have different ramifications: 
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(1) to select the nominal species Clielifer pallipes , rendering Thcilassochernes a junior 
subjective synonym of Philomaoria and leave Chelifer taierensis without a valid generic 
name; and (2) to select the species actually in front of Beier (1940) (i.e. Chelifer 
taierensis ), leaving Thalassochernes as a valid genus within the chernetidae. The 
second option would accord with current usage (e.g. Beier, 1976) and be in the interests 
of stability. 

8. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to set aside all previous type species designations for the 
nominal genus Thalassochernes Beier, 1940 and to designate Chelifer taierensis 
With, 1907 as type species of the genus; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the name Thalasso¬ 
chernes Beier, 1940 (gender: masculine), type species as designated in (1) above 
Chelifer taierensis With, 1907; 

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name taierensis 
With, 1907, as published in the binomen Chelifer taierensis (specific name of the 
type species of Thalassochernes Beier, 1940). 
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